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CorRESPONDENCE. 


The calamity‘of Mr. Rickaby, in having nearly all bis 
Printing Materials deftroyed by fire, eccafions our earnefily 
requefing the Public to difpenfe, in the prefent Number, with 
Light Pages of Shakfpeare, which number of pages were 
confumed in the flames.----The Foreign and Domeftic Intel- 
ligence, together with Births, Marriages, and Deaths, could 
not, in confequence of this unhappy caufe, be compleated in 
time. The nature of a Monthly Publication is fuch that it 
cannot be delayed; we, therefore, depending on the candour and 
humanity of our Friends, entreat them ta cdmit of this apology, 
and to ajjure them, the abovementioned omiffions fball be made 
up in our next Number. 

No. I. of the Friend, promifed to be given in the prefent 
Number, was, with many other contributions, deftroyed ; 
we muf? therefore requeft a frefb copy from its author. 

The wifh of J.B. is gratified in the prefent Number, 
which, at an added expence, ts fet up in a beautsful letter that 
gets in more matter, and yst an equal degree of elegance is pre- 

Served. No. IX. will dijplay increafed beauty in this parti- 
cular, as an entire new Type 1s preparing for this work at the 
Founde tiny, 1 Edmund Fry and Co. 

The Church Moufe nibbles too clofe. 

The Memoirs of a celebrated Painter, are received; and 
as our Magazine is open to every f{pecies of Biography, fhould 
have immediate infertion, were we convinced of their authen- 
ticity, whith we have reafon to doubt, from fome circum- 

‘ances which come within cur knowledge. 

The Editer would be glad to fee A. Z. 

Late affair of Gallantry. Let our reply to this Corref- 
pondent forve for every one who would canucy to us fimilar 
intelligence, * Public Pitted amends not the human heart.’-- 
The friendly vale of Oblivion prefents a path to the Child of 
Error, through which may be gained the def rted road of Vir= 
tue and fhall we impede the courfe of the unhappy wanderer ? 
Fuftice and Humanity alike forbid it! 

O’Kelly’s remains may ref? undifturbed.---The Lady R.P. 
alludes to, is not by any means a proper fubjef for cur atten- 
tian. 

Mr. Duly’s kind hint ts received, and T. Bellamy weuld 
be happy to fee that Genil man. 

Invocation fo Sympathy, 7s not fufficiently corre for in- 


fertion. 
The original Fidelio das cur beft thanks, but we cannet 
oblige kim. 
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TO THE SECOND VOLUME. 


Tue completion of our firft Volume naturally calls 
upon us to acknowledge the fupport we have received, 
and to exprefs our gratitude for public favour and pro- 
tection. The plan of the GENERAL MaGazineE and 
IMPARTIAL Review is now well known ; and, judg- 
ing from the encouragement we have experienced, the 
execution of that plan has met with univerfal approba- 
tion. But were we to exprefs how much we fee] on the 
occafion, we are confcious that our Janguage would be 
conftrued into that fpecies of felf-panegyric which has 
become not lefs difgufting than common. By an exten 
five patronage, we are enabled to proceed with even 
more than our wonted alacrity in the difcharge of our 
duty; and to adopt fuch improving regulations as, we 
are certain, will tend to the further fatisfaét:on of our 
readers, and which, we truft, will be regarded as the 


beft mode of teftifying our gratitude. 


Ir is too frequently the cafe with periodical publica= 
tions to commence with fplendour, and to degenerate 
into infignificance. Men, ignorant of their own powers, 
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4 PREFACE, 


and regardlefs of their profeffions, often promife more 
than they are able, and fometimes more than they are 
willing to perform. It is with no fmall degree of fatis- 
faGtion that we can boldly challenge the credit of hav- 
ing done our duty. What we have undertaken to do, 
has hitherto been executed with fuccefs; a fuccefs by 
which our wifhes are fo completely gratified, that we 
can venture to undertake ftill more, without the danger 


of incurring a breach of promife. 


Tue fplendid edition of SHAKESPEARE’s PLays, 
with which we are accommodating the public, has 
juftly excited the admiration of every lover of that im- 
mortal Bard, and every amateur in the fine arts. By 
unremitted exertions we fhall continue to merit the 
diftin&tions we have acquired, and ultimately produce 


an edition fuperlatively beautiful. 


WE are happy to find, that, notwithftanding we have 
little recourfe to temporary expedients, and that we 
admit not of any compofition which has not at leaft the 
merit of being on the fide of morality, many of our 
readers have expreffed an earneft defire for the extenfion 
of our Mifcellaneous Papers, the enlargement of our 
Review, and a more copious Chronicle of Events. To 
accomplifh this purpofe, we are at an additional ex- 


pence, not only in providing original compotitions, but 
in 
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PREFACE, 5 


in giving a greater quantity in every number. This 
amendment, our fuccefs and the requefts' of our friends 
would have induced us to have adopted more fpeedily, 
but that we were unwilling to deftroy uniformity by 
innovation till the conclufion of the firft volume. 


REsPECTING the general utility of our work, we 
flatter ourfelves that we are not found deficient in any 
thing which can tend to make it generally accepta- 
ble among thofe whofe , approbation confers praife, 
There are, indeed, readers, whofe good Opinion we can- 
not obtain without facrificing ourown., We have ace 
quired a RESPECTABILITY which we hope and will en- 
deavour to preferve. We are not unacquainted with the 
nature and the moral impostance of the bufinefs in which 
we are engaged. Every literary produdtion is gf more 
confequence to fociety than is commonly imagined. 
The opinions and practices of many individuals are re- 
gulated by the books they happen to read. How care- 
ful, then, ought we to be in difleminating ideas which 
may miflead the mind, or corrupt the heart !—*‘* A pe- 
“© riocdical work,” fays the amiable GANGANELLI, 
“© executed with difcernment, gives light to the under- 
“¢ ftanding, fupports emulation, and makes up for the 
*¢ want of perufing a multitude of works, which we 
‘© have not time to read, or means to procure.”—It has 
been our earneft endeavour to render the GENERAL 
MAGAZINE 
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6 PREFACE, 


MacGaziné a fource of moral inftruGtion and innocent 
amufement ; and as fuch, we can, not only with fafety, 
but with fingular propriety, recommend it to the parent, 
the guardian, and the friend. 


In that part of our work which is allotted to the 
Review of LITERATURE, we truft to have manifefted 
our IMPARTIALITY. We have given, and fhall con- 
tinue to give, with the utmoft candour, our fentiments 
on modern Literature, unbiaffed by prejudice or par- 
tiality : and we affume to ourfelves the merit of giving 
the moft carly accounts of publications, that our readers 
may be enabled to form a judgment of the value ot liti- 
rary productions, at a time when Ignorance and Folly 
are daily endeavouring to excite curiofity, and to promote 


impofition. 


Many productions come before us, inculcating prin- 
ciples, both religious and political, of which we cannot 
entertain any favourable opinion, becaufe we conceive 
fuch principles to be eroneous, and therefore their pro- 
pagation incompatible with the happinefs of mankind. We 
have neverthelefs been careful to diftinguifh between the 
principles and the literary merits of the writers ; and we 
have never condemned the latter becaufe we could not ap- 
prove of the former. “It has been the fate of erroneous 
principles to meet with the fupport of the moft eminent 
writers: it is our bufinefs, and we are bound, whilft we 
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PREFACE, > 


give praife to their literary exertions, to detect the falla. 
¢ies of their opinions. 


Appep to the large fhare of our work which has the 
merit of originality, are th: a¢counts of PusLic AMuse- 
MENTS. In this department we have not been lefs tes 
nacious of truth and impartiality. We prefent our 
readers with a faithful record of Theatrical tranfaCtions ; 
and we claim to ourfelves the merit of deviating from 
that hackneyed mode of conferring praife, of exprefling 
cenfure, which evidently implies perfona! prejudice ; and 
which is difgufting as well from the haftinefs of the 
compofition as the puerility or malignity of the judg- 
ment. Our obje& is not more to gratify immediate cu- 


riofity, than to inform future times. 


In our POETICAL department, we have been caréful 
to gratify the tafte of thofe who know how to diftinguifht. 
We have introduced fome original compofitions whith, 
we truft, do honour to our publication ; others have been 
fent to us as original, which we recollect to have read 
elfewhere: we would not willingly impofe on our 
readers, though fome of our correfpondents feem willing 
to impofe upon us, It will, perhaps, be impofible fo, 
us always to detect impofition: we fhall have the merit, 
however, of inferting no article, whether original or fe- 


lected, which does not come recommended by intrinfic 


merit, 
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? PREFACE, 

THovoH we mean to enlarge our Chronicle of Events, 
we fhall be careful to preferve our uniformity, particu. 
Jarly in our record of Foreign Tranfaétions, fo as to 
form as regular a Hijffory of the Times as the nature of a 
periodical work willadmit; being careful never to give 
that as authentic which has nothing but ramour and 


news-paper report to recommend it. 


THouGH we have completely fulfilled our promifes 
by preferving the good quality of our paper, the excel- 
lence of our print, and, above all, the {fplendour of our 
engravings, we offer our firft volume as a fpecimen cf 
our fidelity, and as an inftance of our determination to 
make good our profeffions, rather than as the height of that 
excellence which we hope, and fhall endeavour to attain, 


In the courfe of the volume will be given an allegorical 
Frontifpiece, and Vignette Title-page—both of which will be 
from the original defigns of Mr. CorBouLn. 
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